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APPROPRIATION (RECURRENT 2016–17) BILL 2016 
APPROPRIATION (CAPITAL 2016–17) BILL 2016 

Cognate Debate 
Leave granted for the Appropriation (Recurrent 2016–17) Bill 2016 and the Appropriation (Capital 2016–17) 
Bill 2016 to be considered cognately, and for the Appropriation (Recurrent 2016–17) Bill 2016 to be the 
principal bill. 

Second Reading — Cognate Debate 
Resumed from 21 June. 
HON KATE DOUST (South Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [4.03 pm]: I rise on behalf 
of the opposition to make some comments about the Appropriation (Recurrent 2016–17) Bill 2016 and the 
Appropriation (Capital 2016–17) Bill 2016. I acknowledge that we will deal with these bills cognately, as is the 
standard practice for dealing with this legislation each year. 
I note that since May, most of my colleagues on this side and a number of colleagues on the other side have taken 
the opportunity to work their way through the budget papers, and have also asked a range of questions both during 
question time and throughout the estimates process. We do not always get the answer we want, but they have asked 
questions of the government to find out whether the taxpayers’ dollar is being spent appropriately. There is a big 
challenge there and I am going to go through some of the matters. I just thought that rather than talking about 
a specific issue that may have piqued my interest as a result of the budget or some of the matters that have been 
canvassed over the last couple of months by my colleagues, and given that we are now in the dying days of the 
Barnett Liberal–National coalition government, I thought it might be appropriate to go through and put on the 
record some sort of list, if you like, that gives the public of Western Australia a better idea about the fiscal 
mismanagement of the Barnett Liberal–National coalition in the last eight years. The time since 2013 will be my 
period of focus. I will talk about the financial mismanagement, the waste and the broken promises of this 
government from when they were elected in 2013 to now. I am not even going to go back and deal with the broken 
promises since 2008 because I think we have probably dealt with those significantly and there have been enough in 
only this term to remind people about how unorganised and inappropriate this government has been for this state. 
Let us remind people about some of the financial woes and the situation our community is now in after 
eight years of the Liberal–National coalition government. The reality of life for most consumers and taxpayers in 
this state is a lot grimmer than it was pre-2008. Simple examples that people have to deal with on a daily basis 
include the worst ambulance ramping on record, the worst methamphetamine crisis in the history of our country, 
asbestos riddling our new Perth Children’s Hospital, a serious repeat paedophile on the loose and the 
government’s tardiness in dealing with that appropriately, the worst debt on record in the history of the state, the 
worst deficit this state has ever seen or could imagine seeing, the worst congestion our city has seen—I imagine 
it is not an issue for a lot of the members on the other side if they are coming in from the western suburbs, but 
for those people in the eastern suburbs and northern suburbs it is a significant problem—and the highest number 
of Western Australians out of work in the history of this state. The media reported at the end of last week or on 
Monday that we are now in our nineteenth consecutive month of declining full-time employment in 
Western Australia, and that is something this government should be embarrassed about. 
Bankruptcies in our state are at the highest level that they have been for a while. Need I mention the 
subcontractor debacle that has existed during this government’s history; we have seen a significant number of 
subcontractors hit the wall financially and go out of business, as well as a number of other types of businesses. 
There have been a number of media reports about that and I do not plan on readings those into the record. As we 
get to the dying days of this government, we see an increase in dysfunction and chaos in the government 
benches. We have had talks about changes in leadership, we have had changes in leadership in the 
National Party, and we have had proposals come out from the National Party leadership that not even the 
coalition partners agree with. Not only the coalition partners in the Liberal–National government, but also the 
leading lights of industry in this state have pooh-poohed Mr Grylls’ proposal for the $5 a tonne increase in the 
iron ore area. On the TV news the other night, Mr Nahan was questioned about Mr Grylls’ proposal — 
[Interruption from the gallery.] 
Hon KATE DOUST: That is a lovely interjection, one of the few I will accept, and it is always very nice to hear 
a child’s voice in this place. That has just reminded me of what my grandfather always used to say: when you 
hear a baby crying—this is a bit of family history—you know that death is coming your way. I hope that is not 
the case! It was a bit of an old Irish tradition. 
I will come back to that little bit of footage that tickled my fancy the other night. I was watching Minister Nahan 
being interviewed about Minister Grylls’ new proposal. We have debated in this house whether it is a coalition 
or an alliance and how the government manages having cabinet ministers in the National Party making different 
decisions or stepping out on their own. It was really interesting to watch the body language and listen to the 
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verbal language of Minister Nahan talking about how it was not a good approach or a good idea, and, as he 
looked straight into the camera, how the Nationals cannot make policy without his party. He did not just walk off 
as though that was the end of things, but he turned around to have another laugh. I thought it must be interesting 
in the cabinet room these days with this sort of friction on the go. If this government is serious about wanting to 
gain Treasury benches again post-March next year, it does not bode well with these ongoing internal ructions 
between it and its National coalition partners. Brendon Grylls has already demonstrated with his royalties for 
regions proposal that he is the type of person who is obviously prepared to go out on a limb and do something 
a bit different. I understand that he probably acknowledged and recognised that the Liberal partner did not have 
a plan for the future, so he has tried to fill that gap. He probably acknowledges that not everyone will agree with 
it, but he put this out there to generate some debate and discussion. Unfortunately for him, most of the response 
to his proposal has been negative. He is just trying to fill the gap and has come up with this proposal because this 
government has not been able to do that. 
Hon Michael Mischin: As a matter of interest, have you worked out which seat Alannah is going to take? 
Hon KATE DOUST: It is number 1 in North Metropolitan Region. She will be an addition to this place and 
I look forward to her playing with the Attorney General all the time. 
Hon Michael Mischin interjected. 
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, members! We are dealing with the appropriation bills. 
Hon KATE DOUST: I am sure that when Alannah MacTiernan comes into this place as our number 1 person on 
the North Metropolitan Region ticket, she will not be worrying about where to sit on this side; she will be sitting 
on that side and she will sit where she wants over there. 
Several members interjected. 
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, members! I remind members that when the Chair calls for order, all 
interjections are to cease. I may also remind members that we are dealing with the appropriation bills, and 
I suggest that interjections cease so that we can get on with consideration of those important bills because 
I understand that they are priority bills for the government. 

Hon KATE DOUST: You are right, Madam Deputy President. I can understand why the government is keen to 
get these bills through, but if its members continue to interject, it might take some time. 

We have seen a lot of criticism about the way the government has managed the processes and the finances. I note 
that Commonwealth Securities has provided an overview of Western Australia. It has said that Western Australia 
is now ranked seventh and near the bottom of the Australian economic performance table. In two years, the 
mining state has gone from first to seventh. Western Australia is third on the retail trade, middle ranked on 
construction work, struggles and is last on unemployment, and it is ranked seventh on business investment, 
population growth and housing finance. How does this government take those matters to the election? It cannot 
stand up and be proud about any of those things because we have gone into decline on every one of those 
elements during its watch and stewardship. 

I return to the list of things that has happened in the last couple of years. In the last three years, Standard and 
Poor’s has downgraded its credit rating for WA from AAA to AA+. Moody’s Investors Service dropped WA 
from an Aaa to an Aa1 in August 2014, and as of February this year has downgraded the credit rating further 
from Aa1 to an Aa2. 

Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 

[Continued on page 5113.] 

Sitting suspended from 4.15 to 4.30 pm 
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